
UAB Exchange 2015 
Exchange Date: 2015/9/7~2015/11/8

Visiting student   醫學七 許亦璿 William Hsu



University of Alabama at Birmingham  (UAB)

• Part of University of Alabama system (Tuscaloosa, Huntsville)

• Founded in 1936

• Department of Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Health Professions, 
Optometry, Public Health, Arts and Sciences, Business, Engineering, 
Education, Graduate School



UAB Hospital 

• Founded in 1945, part of UAB Health System

• One of the largest academic medical centers in the US

• Major tertiary care center of Alabama

• Level I trauma center of Alabama

• Beds: 908, serving approximately 35,000 patients annually.

• UAB Highlands, Kirklin Clinic, Callahan Eye Foundation 
Hospital, Viva Health, Medical West, Baptist Health of 
Montgomery, UAB Health Centers



Dr. Tinsley Randolph Harrison, M.D.

• March 18, 1900 – August 4, 1978

• US physician

• Dean and chairman of the Department of Medicine of UAB

• Editor of the first five editions of
Harrison's Principles of Internal Medicine





Life in Birmingham

• NOT Birmingham in United Kingdom!

• The Magic City  The Tragic City

• Civil Right Movement (1955) 



My life at UAB

• Infectious disease- 2 weeks

• Clinical Radiology- 4 weeks

• Cardiology consult- 2 weeks

• Noon conference(lecture), Case conference, Journal reading



Infectious disease

• Consultation team

• Pre-round before ward round (10:00 or 13:00)

• IE, intrabdominal infection, meningitis…etc

• Patient presentation, assessment and plan



Radiology 

• (Interventional Radiology)

• TAE, GJ tube, angiogram…etc

• Clinical Radiology

• Head and Neck CT, Head MRI, Neck US, Chest CT, Chest Radiography, 
Abdomen CT, Abdomen Plain Graph, Nuclear Medicine, GU/GI, etc.

• Noon lecture everyday!!

• On line pre-test, post-test, case presentation(5~7mins)



Cardiology consult

• elevated troponin, abnormal EKG, heart failure, IE, Af…etc

• More p’ts than Infectious Disease



Real life in Birmingham 

• Few things you can do……

• Go home at around 16:00~18:00

• Studying, reading, cooking   

• Recreation Center of UAB ($40 USD/month)

• Social life-Southern Hospitality!!!







Application 

• 記得向系辦報名!!!!!!!!!!!!

• TOEFLminimum IBT 100, speaking minimum 22

• Health form

• Photo

• Curriculum Vitae/ Résumé

• Statement of Approval from your home school Dean

• Copy of passport…etc



Contact program coordinator 

• Marla Ferguson
Assistant Registrar
P: 205-934-3821
mmfergus@uab.edu

• Some courses require manual selection



Other things

• Find accommodation student housing(30 or 21$/day)

• Book plane ticket International flight, domestic flight

• Airport pickup

• Contact Dr. Chen  student housing, daily life supply





Contact information

• 陳郁瑛 醫師 Dr. Yuying Chen, MD, PhD

• Associate Professor & Director of National Spinal Cord Injury Statistical 
Center, University of Alabama Birmingham

• Phone: +1-205-934-3329

• Email: yuyingchen@uabmc.edu

mailto:yuyingchen@uabmc.edu




What this experience brought to me

• American health system

• Practice language

• Meet people and make friends!!!



What this experience meant to me

• Action speaks louder than words

• The ability to solve problems

• Broaden horizon, adventure, explore!!! introspection

• Learn to be humble

• Learn to cherish, to be grateful to everything



Contact ME

• 9801115  許亦璿

• Facebook: William Hsu

• s124758_25@hotmail.com    or  yahoo.com.tw

• 0975-305-196



American wartime propaganda poster produced by J. Howard Miller in 1943





Application 

• TOEFL score minimum: IBT 100 (Speaking: 22)

• 可截圖上傳

• Health form 

• print out online forms 家醫科陳俊傑 醫師

• Upload to web  

• Chest radiograph  UAB 複檢再上傳

• Sponsor letter from a UAB School of Medicine faculty member 
 affiliated university not required.



UAB home page school of medicine  future students visiting student



Non-UAB international students 4/1 始申請帳號



選課 6/1始







TOEFL

• Minimum IBT 100, speaking minimum 22

• Reading, listening, speaking, writing   聽說讀寫

• 提早準備！

• 多蒐集資訊 (TOEFL web, ptt, FB )

• 提早報名，選考場

• 確實測試麥克風和器材，當場反應

• 一定要帶 護照！護照！護照！



TOEFL

• 不要遲到!

• 讀聽中場休息 10 minutes說寫

• Refreshments: chocolate, water, tea, etc.

• 護照!!!



Insurance 

• UAB provides malpractice insurance for all employees/ visiting 
scholars, students. 

• Traveler’s insurance 旅遊平安保險各保險公司都有

• 校內學生平安保險


